over many roads and highroads in trains,
in automobiles, or in carriages drawn by
Molodels, and by all sorts of local hacks
and nags.

But the scouts returned home with little
more than fatigue; at the general meetings
the colonists heard them out with cold, busi-
nesslike faces, arid dispersed, everyone going
to his task, having fired at the speaker the
first hard question that came into their
heads:

"How many could be housed there? A
hundred and twenty? That's no good!"

"What town, did you say? Piryatin?
Nuts!"

And the speakers themselves were glad
of such an outcome, for in their hearts they
were more afraid of the meeting being tempted
into acceptance than of anything else.

In this manner the Starilsky estate in
Valky, the monastery at Piryatin, the Lubny
monastery, the mansions of the Kochubei
princes in Dikanka, and other utterly worth-
less places, passed before our eyes in rapid
succession.

A still greater number of places were
mentioned and brushed aside immediately
as unworthy of investigation. One of these
was Kuryazh, a children's colony close to
Kharkov, with four hundred children, who
were said to be utterly demoralized. The idea
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